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EASTER OFFERING
The wise man said, “There are many de
vices in a man’s heart; nevertheless the coun
sel of the Lord, that shall stand” (Proverbs
19:21).
The doctrine of the Resurrection is the
foundation stone of Christianity. The Resur
rection is a miracle, and Christ’s enemies
have always found that fact very trouble
some. John tells us of one such incident and
the anguished cry of his foes, which was,
“What do we? for this man doeth many
miracles” (John 11:47).
What a gloomy council that was—attended
by the chief priests and the Pharisees and all
the other discredited leaders! Their power
was slipping from them. Christ was working
miracles. They admitted the miraculous ele
ment in Christianity. These men were His
bitterest foes, who finally crucified Him. But
even they confessed His miracles were true.
There are many devices in a man’s heart.
He is full of plans for everything. The earth
must be subdued to supply his need. Both
hunger and cold drive him to resourceful
action. His questing curiosity has now driven
him to explore outer space. Many of his once
dignified theories are no longer accepted, but
the counsel of the Lord does not change and
He has promised His children that one day
the grave can no longer contain them, but
in like manner as He arose, so shall we.

Christ worked miracles to help people.
Miracles are worthless unless they serve. It
is true of the Resurrection miracle, which we
celebrate at this time of the year.
On the island of New Guinea vegetation
is very prolific. I have seen the native as
he walked along the muddy pathway break
off a piece of shrubbery and, as he walked,
break the shrubbery into small pieces and
press them into the wet ground with his bare
feet. Soon flowers were blooming along that
pathway.

Thank God, Christ walked across our
troubled world one day. He crossed every
cemetery, passed by every unmarked grave,
and because He did, hope blossoms in our
hearts today. He has promised the resurrec
tion, and the counsels of the Lord shall stand.
As the entire denomination receives the
Easter Offering we hope the total will reach
at least $2 million. In each church under the
direction of its pastor, on every district, and
throughout the denomination, through this
generous offering, we can help Christ pass by
the hopeless hearts of homes in many lands
and kindle faith in the resurrection.
Will you, my Christian friend, make this
offering a subject of prayer and follow the
directions of His Holy Spirit as the offering
is received? God grant it may be so.

GOD
IS NO

CONTRACTOR

By Millard Reed
Overland Park, Kans.

e wore brown canvas overalls and a hard hat.
The water-fed, diamond-tipped saw moved
under the pressure of his skilled hands to
shape the concrete blocks on the table before
him. When the high electrical whine slowed to
silence, he turned to his men on the recently
laid wall to shout instructions. He is our contractor and he was doing a good job.
A few weeks earlier we had “bargained” and
then “haggled” with him about what he would
charge to do the masonry work on the church.
He wanted the work. We wanted it done well.
He wanted to make as much money as possible.
We wanted to pay as little as possible. A compromise figure was finally agreed upon, we
inked the contract, and he went to work.
We did not bother to check out his character
very thoroughly. We were not primarily interest
ed in who he was; we were interested in what he
could do. The terms of the contract were very
clear. If he failed to comply with them we could
appeal to civil courts and bring him to terms. On

H

the other hand, if we failed he could bring us to
terms. This is the way it is with contracts and
contractors.
So very often we want to deal with God as
with a contractor. We acknowledge that we have
a need. Very much like my church that sought
out the one who could build a wall the cheapest,
we seek to “do business” with God.
Prayer time becomes “bargaining” and then
“haggling” time as we try to negotiate for the
best contract possible. “If You prosper me in the
business I will double-tithe.” “If You make me
well, I will serve You.” “I want peace in my
heart, but must I become a missionary?”
We want God to “do” something for us and we
presume that we must “do” something for Him.
But simple business practice would indicate to
us that we should not pay too much for what we
receive.
When we arrive in our own minds at a contract
which we presume the Lord surely would accept,
we proceed to carry it out. If, after a time, God
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appears to fail in His part of the contract—if He
does not make us prosper in business, if He does
not make us well—we scream, “Breach of con
tract,” to the courts of the skies and call ourselves
atheists. Or if, as more often happens, we fail to
fulfill our part of the “bargain,” we cringe in
self-condemning fear before the Judge of the uni
verse and consign ourselves to eternal punish
ment. Both of these options are wrong, for they
are based on the illegitimate presupposition that
God deals in bargain contracts.
God is no contractor. When He deals with men
it is not in terms of what they can do (as in a
contract) but in terms of who they are (as in a
covenant). He has to do with the very nature
of man and He deals with it radically and thor
oughly.
This is not to say that the “doing of things” is
not a part of our relationship with God. He may
prosper us. He may, and often does, make us
well. But “what He does” for us is secondary to
“who He is” to us. He is our Lord absolutely,
without qualifications or bargaining. If in His
wisdom He does not prosper and does not heal
us, this does not alter the fact that He is ours and
we are His.
Holiness is no contract! A contract is an agree
ment between persons about things. Holiness is
a covenant. A covenant is an agreement between
persons about themselves. The Old and New
Testaments are more accurately called the Old
and New Covenants. In them we find the ac
count of how God made His self-giving offer
known to men and how He empowers those who
will dare to respond with full self-giving.
God revealed himself to man in order to trans
form the very nature of man. There would have
been no need for such a revelation if He wished
only to “do things” for man. God “does things”
for the natural world without its awareness of it.
But to man God reveals himself as holy and with
that revelation is able to appeal, “Be ye holy;
for I am holy.” He does not make us parties to a
contract. Rather, He gives us “power to become
the sons of God.”
If I want a wall built, I will look for a con
tractor and bargain as best I can. If I want a
new nature, a new relationship, a new Lord, I will
look to God, who has extended to me His holy
covenant, and surrender my all to Him with no
conditions.
□

Two Kinds of Crowns
New Testament there are two dif
ferent Greek words translated “crown.”
The first is diadema, from which comes the
English “diadem.” It occurs only in Revela
tion 12:3; 13:1; 19:12. It refers to the badge
of royalty, worn by a king.
The other word is Stephanos. This was
used for “the wreath or garland which was
given as a prize to victors in the public
games” (Thayer). It was usually composed
of laurel leaves. Significantly, this is the term
employed for the crown of thorns which
Jesus wore. So far as His enemies were
concerned, that was His victor’s crown!
The athletic connection appears in I Co
rinthians 9:25. After noting that every ath
lete must go into serious training, Paul adds:
“Now they do it to obtain a corruptible
crown; but we an incorruptible.”
The contrast is soul-shaking. Are we less
concerned to win the race of life than the
athlete is to win on the race course? Are
we willing to “agonize,” if necessary, in
order to win? Are we running with less
purpose and determination than he is? These
are probing questions that ought to disturb
us.
The Greek form of Stephen (Acts 7—8)
is Stephanos. His mother evidently gave him
this name in high hopes. Perhaps she
thought that someday he would wear the
laurel wreath as winner in the Olympic
marathon race. Little did she dream that he
would be the first Christian to wear the
martyr’s crown.
Paul uses this word in his final testimony.
After telling how he has finished the Chris
tian race successfully, he says: “Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteous
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge
[umpire], shall give me at that day: and not
to me only, but unto all them also that love
his appearing” (II Timothy 4:8). Paul had
finished the race; he had not “fouled out.”
Now the victor’s crown was waiting for him.
And it may be ours!—Ralph Earle.
0
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Unraveling the
Complexities of 1968

It was the best of times,
It was the worst of times,
It was the age of wisdom,
It was the age of foolishness,
It was the epoch of belief .
It was the epoch of incredulity,
It was the season of light,
It was the season of darkness,
It was the spring of hope,
It was the winter of despair,
We had everything before us,
We had nothing before us,
We were all going to heaven,
We were all going the other
way. . . .

By M. Kent Moore
Nashville, Tenn.

We live in an age in which
science is extending the longevity
of life to greater limits through
drugs, transplantation of organs,
and preventive medicine.
Yet
thousands of people still die with
ancient diseases such as malaria
and leprosy without knowing about
or being benefited by modern ad
vances.

—Charles Dickens
he period Dickens was talking

was much like the pres
Tent. about
Some of its noisiest authori

ties insisted on defining both the
good and evil of the day only in
superlatives.
With these words, Dickens gave
us a portrait of the late eighteenth
century and commented on the
similarity to his own day. This
equally, or even more aptly, de
scribes the present day of extreme
contrasts and unrivaled superla
tives.
Due to the advancements of oui'
[iechnology, we are now able to
produce the largest food supply
ever known. Yet, because of the
exploding population, we are told
that over 10 million people will
starve to death by the year 1975.

KENT MOORE, a graduate of Bethany
Nazarene College, is a medical stu
dent at Vanderbilt University.

The moon and other celestial
bodies will probably be reached
and explored long before the ma
jority of the population of the
earth has any other private means
of transportation than by foot.
These contrasting developments
have brought us up to the point of
living in the most complex so
ciety yet known. This complexity
is found in the dealings among na
tions with their diplomatic maneu
verings and their psychological
and physical warfare that we have
come to regard as the “normal”
way.
This complexity is most acutely
felt in our own interpersonal rela
tionships. No longer is one con
fined to his immediate home and
community. For now, with advan
ces in transportation, the expand
ing economy, and our mass media,
we find our community stretching
far beyond a day’s journey.
Most significant of the complexi
ties is that which abounds in the
intra-personal realm. This intra
personal world or microcosm in
which we all live has been likened
to a modern programmed com
puter. Voluminous amounts of
stimuli continually come and are
sorted, accepted, rejected, remem
bered, and acted upon every sec
ond throughout our lives. Each
advance made in the material and
interpersonal world, or macrocosm,
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of an individual is reflected in in
creased complexity in the mind
and soul of that individual.
In this geometric progression of
complexity one encounters the
challenge which life entails. In the
not too distant past, man either ac
cepted the responsibilities and
duties of life or was passed by an
advancing world. The fittest sur
vived. At present, our society is
set up so that if a man is unable
to meet the challenges of life he is
often carried along.
Formerly, it was possible for an
exceptional man to master many
areas of endeavoi’ in life. With the
present rate of acquisition of
knowledge, seen in the fact that
over half of our present body of

knowledge has been added in the
past three decades, it is going to
become more difficult if not im
possible for any but the best
equipped to remain abreast of oc
currences even in his own field of
endeavor.
The youth of today must lay
foundations which will be able to
support tomorrow’s acquisitions
and withstand the onslaughts of the
future. We must prepare well and
after preparing not be satisfied,
but change as times demand. We
need to be able to meet and effect
a victory over the challenges which
life brings to us. Inherent in this
is the opportunity to receive more
and give more than any previous
generation.

By Rev. W. Robertson
England

The Only True
Source of

Peace

e first armistice found me in a foreign
town, a soldier in what eventually became
the Army of Occupation.
When the news trickled through that the fight
ing war was over, I instantly crept into a corner
of a forsaken billet, and with the jubilant sounds
of merrymaking outside in the distance ringing in
my ears, I quietly thanked God on bended knees
for His sparing mercies.
This substance of my prayer then was that the
purpose for which my life had been spared might
be realized on my return home. The answer came
in measure at least in that I have been by the
grace of God a minister of the gospel for the past
30 years.
We were told the first World War was a war
to end war. A second World War has taken place
in our lifetime, and a third can be anticipated un
less a miracle happens.
Now, what is the trouble?
Let me try to answer the question so vital to
all of us. The whole creation has been groaning
and crying for peace. It is one of the most per
sistent longings of the human heart. And yet it

r
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Some might ask, “For these
times, is God able?” This question
is not unique to us. As earlier gen
erations faced problems and com
plexities which marked their time,
they too were confronted with this
question. Historically, many of
these people found that God was
more than able for them.
For us a historical answer will
not suffice. The answer to this
question must be a personal dis
covery with each inquirer. Each
inquirer must confront and be con
fronted by God through Christ.
Through Christ one will know that
God is able, and through Christ all
the contrasts and complexities of
life will attain their proper per
spective.
0

is one of those things which we so perseveringly
drive from us. Our very striving for it seems to
prevent its possession.
Our actions appear to coincide with the statement of the man who said he wanted peace so
badly he was willing to fight for it. That is what
nations have been doing. They have been fighting for peace. They have studied war to find
peace. They are in the ever tightening grip of a
vicious circle. They have reached the place where
they are afraid to go farther lest they destroy
themselves in the very act of destroying their foes.
If they have awakened to the fact that that inevitably is what happens, then there may be some
hope of peace among men.
It will be equally difficult to keep the peace
unless we give due consideration to the fact that
the nature of man is carnal, and needs desperately
to be regenerated.
God declares that the human “heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked.” We
must see men transformed inwardly before they
can be reformed outwardly. Therefore the peace
of the world must be gained and maintained by
preaching and obeying the gospel of peace.
That leads me to say that God is the only true
Source of peace. There is not a place on earth
where the troubled heart can find peace. Peace
is not found in a place, but in a relationship. It
is in relating ourselves to the will of God that we
find peace.
“In His will is our peace.” Until we have
reached that place of unconditional surrender to
Him, and have made His will our will, we find
no peace.
This is the “way of peace” for both men and
nations. We must recognize God as supreme and
sovereign in the affairs of men.

• By Ross W. Hayslip
Tucsonz Ariz.

Thank God for

PLODDERS

illiam Carey once referred to

Today we do not float; we fly.
himself as a plodder, say We judge ourselves by our statis
ing, “I can plod. I can tics of buildings erected, money
persevere in any definite pursuit.
”
raised,
and crowds attracted, and
One of his biographers says: “In unless these results come quickly
Dr. Carey’s mind and habits of life, we rush out madly on an alibi
there was nothing of the marvel hunt for self-justification for our
lous; no great and original tran so-called lack of spiritual success.
scendency of intellect; no impetu
The plodder in many ways is a
osity of feeling, nothing to dazzle fortunate man with many bless
or surprise. Whatever of useful ings. He has within his soul the
ness and consequent reputation he spirit of an apprentice. Under his
attained was the result of an en contract of dedication to God he
tire patient devotion of a single knows discipline and law. He has
heart and clear intelligence to a a sense of spiritual security along
well-defined, great and practical with a growing competence in his
object;—an object which demand service for his Lord.
ed great labour, but which pre
The very word “apprentice”
sented great attraction and ulti comes from an old French word
mate success.”
meaning “to lay hold with the
Dr. Robert Speer said that Carey mind." This very learning in the
“had a genius for plodding.”
school of God brings joy with
Ours is the age of the spectacu- overtones of direction, movement,
lar accomplishment. We are a gen hope, and life. The plodder is not
eration in a hurry which would a person standing still. He sees far
much prefer to arrive than to trav horizons and knows that his future
el hopefully. Too many of us have with God is limitless. He is ever
developed gimlet eyes from look- in the process of seeking to make
ing for quick returns. No man of what could be that which is.
this type wishes to work his way
Sir Winston Churchill was an in
up through the ranks. He wants to spired plodder. He worked at many
be a general straight off. Time tasks—soldiering, politics, writing,
and the long river of experience speaking, statecraft, bricklaying,
| have nothing to do with the matter. and painting. He knew colossal

W

failures on more than one occasion.
Then one day his plodding brought
him to that shining hour when his
leadership inspired the free world
to victory over tyranny. His aunt
once said of him, “You can easily
discover all Winston’s faults in an
hour. But you can spend the rest
of your life discovering his vir
tues.”
Many of our strongest local con
gregations were guided in their
early years by men of limited
talents, but with tons of personal
perseverance. They had a vision
that transformed a tent into a
church edifice and a vacant store
building into a temple of the Most
High.
Thousands of nameless godly
laymen stood by with prayers and
purses when the going was rough
and the growth slow, but they felt
that there was a glorious future in
what they had set out to do.
The course of the plodder is un
spectacular and void of the lime
light, but he always remembers
that the race is not to the swift or
the strong but to the man who en
dures. His is the glory of an inner
satisfaction of having done his best
at the task to which God has called
him.
□

MARCH 6, 1968

•

7

One out of every five
family be best prepare!

You, You

f you are moving or have mow
this year, you are among i
one out of every five AmeriJ
families who do so each year. I
The story is told of a young»
who came home from school ■
day and with a puzzled express!
on his face asked his moth,
“Mommy, what is a hometown!
This touching but symbolic q»;
tion typifies the mobility of |
American people.
The children in our mobile h]
are often forgotten in the shul
We pass them lightly by, not r!
izing that they must make moa
mental adjustments each timetkj
pull up roots planted in one ac
munity, school, and church £
transplant them to another. Tq,
should be a matter of concern!
conscientious Christian parents!
our children are God’s most L
cious gifts and should be hon!
as such.
I
It is true that children n|]
learn to adapt to new ways off
ing things and to meet new sinc
tions.
They
will be pof

I

equipped to face life in our ch*
ing society if they do not 1!
this ability. But parents nee!
recognize and understand s»c
problems involved in the
lives they lead and make mo!
an experience of finding out all
things that are different anck(
preparation for adjusting to!
society of change.
Christian parents must earn!
seek God’s will in any step!
as a major move and, having!
assurance of God’s blessing, ■

ran families will move this year. How can your

• By Janice Hancock Abla
Dexter, Mo.

tn your turn comes?

Children, and the Moving Van
Wisdom in setting the best atmo
sphere for their children. Too often
parents rebel at change of any
yt pe and children, being the per
ceptive creatures they are, build
al sting impressions from these attitudes.
A parent’s attitude in a move
will often be the key to the child’s
attitude. A minister’s wife said, “I
tell my children, ‘This is what we
must do, so let’s do it well, and be
happy in the process.’ ”
Give the children the feeling that
is a family you are able to make
the best of anything that comes
your way. If family morale is high,
children can stand up under many
idfficulties. Contentment is a good
lesson to learn at any time. Paul
acknowledged to the church at
Philippi, “I have learned, in what
so
ever state I am, therewith to be
content.” Paul, assuredly, did not
mean our geographical states, but
the truth is nevertheless evident.
A few suggestions for preparing
hcildren for a move are:
Establish the thought that,
though it is necessary to change
our home, geographically some
things do not change, such as your
love for your children and God’s
undying love. Point out some ways
in which the child’s new home will
be similar to his present home. Encourage him to look forward to
aking new friends. Together find
m
out all you can about the new place
or part of the country to which you
ill be moving.
w
Anticipate the less agreeable aspects that might pose a problem

to children, such as differences in
climate, the ways of life or atti
tudes of the people among whom
they will be living, and differences
in the size of the church they will
be attending.
Locate your new home on a map,
gather some firsthand information
on the new area. You might write
a letter to the Chamber of Com
merce of the city or the pastor of
the church nearest your new home
for general information.
Most of all create a feeling of ex
citing adventure.
f you have school-age chil
dren, before you move, notify
the school authorities as soon
as possible. This is very important,
for it will give the teacher time to
help your child adjust to the idea
of attending a new school. The
teacher can play a major role in
making the change as painless as
possible.
When you visit the
school, you should get some de
tailed information: the subjects
studied, the textbooks used, and
the areas or pages where your
child is working. If possible, ask
for samples of your child’s work
and uncompleted workbooks. There
should be a general statement of
your child’s ability and achieve
ments in a letter of introduction
from one school to another. This
can save valuable time in placing
your child exactly where he be
longs in the new school.
With the best of preparation,
however, there will usually be
some emotional reactions to be met
and understood when children

I

must make a move. What these
will be will depend upon many
things: the age of the child, his
previous problems, the conditions
of the move, the disposition of the
child, and the parents’ attitude to
ward the move. You cannot al
ways predict how a child will re
act.

Remember that a child who is
secure within himself and his fam
ily, unless there are unusual cir
cumstances, will be able to take
a move in his stride, even though
he may not at first like the new
community as well as the old. If
a child is already unhappy within
himself and in his relationships
with other people, his anxieties will
probably increase with a move.

Children’s adjustment in a new
move is helped considerably if the
experience of the move is given a
secure feeling. Parents can give
the feeling to their children of
“Wherever we live we are a fami
ly, God is with us, we can make
a home and meet all kinds of cir
cumstances. Through Christ we
can conquer all.” This is a good
way to establish the emotional se
curity that will go with your child
all his life, no matter what new
experiences he may confront.

So go ahead, make that move—
one out of every five American
families will do so this year! But
do not forget to ask God to give
you an extra amount of wisdom,
so that you can help preserve for
God’s kingdom that extra special
generation—your children.
□
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Editorially Speaking
No Forwarding Address
It is wise advice that counsels, “When you
avoid temptation today, be sure not to leave a
forwarding address for tomorrow.”
Some people actually prepare for future de
feats at the very moment they are winning pres
ent battles with the enemy of their souls. Temp
tation resisted today should make us stronger for
tomorrow. But sometimes we actually leave the
adversary a forwarding address.
One way folks leave their forwarding address
is by giving a tentative, not a final, refusal.
Someone has argued that the power of sin is
partly its ability to convince us that it is inevit
able. The devil says in effect, “Why not yield
now? You know you always do in the end.” So
when temptation is refused with, “No, not now.
But—a forwarding address is very conveniently
left behind, providing what is virtually an invita
tion to Satan to “come again.”
Temptations are indeed like tramps. Treat them
kindly, and they return—bringing others with
them.
Completely opposite to this is the way Jesus
resisted the tempter in the wilderness. Christ
entered the battle spiritually prepared by prayer
and fasting. He countered each suggestion with
the clear Word of God. And He made a final and
unqualified refusal.
It is a foolish and usually tragic mistake to toy
with temptation.
To play with a suggestion to evil is to give
added strength to it. To temporize with tempta
tion is to go into the contest more than half de
feated.
The reason this is true is the almost unlimited
capacity of the mind to rationalize its conduct or
proposed conduct. To rationalize is simply to
manufacture plausible “reasons” for doing what
we want to do anyway.
Blessed is the person whose commitments are
so firm and whose purposes are so sure that he
can give an immediate “No” to every sidetrack.
Such a one leaves no forwarding address, no half
way invitation for the same temptation to return
with reinforcements.

WE ARE ALSO warned against overconfidence
in the face of temptation. It was in connection
10
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with temptation that Paul wrote, “Wherefore let
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall” (I Corinthians 10:12).
The accompanying promise assures us that we
shall meet no irresistible temptation. But it warns
us, by implication, that our endurance may be
tested almost to its limits.
The boast is sometimes heard, “I smoke all the
cigars and drink all the cocktails I want to.” The
implication, of course, is that the “want to” is
gone. This may sound impressive. But the princi
ple it suggests is dead wrong.
The fact is, temptation works through desire.
But the desire may be cleverly disguised. It may
be normal to our humanity, yet lead directly into
sin if the satisfaction of it under the immediate
circumstances violates the law of God.
Oswald Chambers, always a unique and chal
lenging writer, once said: “Never say, if you are
a thoughtful saint, ‘Since I have been sanctified I
have done what I liked.’ If you have, you are
immoral in that degree. If it were true, it would
be true of the holiest Being who ever lived, but it
is said of Him that ‘even Christ pleased not him-1
self’ (Romans 15:3; cf. John 8:28; Hebrews 5:8).”

For All Journeying
By Grace V. Watkins

Lord, when our path is a stony way
With chilling winds and skies of gray,
Help us never to envy the one
Whose road is smooth and golden with sun.

And when we are blessed with joy-sweet hours,
Our pathway bordered by shining flowers,
Teach us compassion, gentle and warm,
For those who travel through dark and storm.
Whatever the journey, Lord, keep us strong
With faith and selfless love and a song!

library

To the extent that we are alert to the tempter’s
rt icks and place our confidence in the keeping
power of God, to that extent we build resistance
against the virus infection of sin. But self-confidence breeds carelessness and leads to “sickness
into death.”
Resist temptation today we must. Just don’t
leave a forwarding address for tomorrow.

Is Everything Coming Loose?
A modern writer imagines the angel Gabriel
looking down from heaven on the chaos and con
fusion of earth. Sadly shaking his head, Gabriel
remarks, “Everything nailed down is coming
loose.”
It does seem that way. The old securities are
being swept away. Change not only spells prog
ress. It threatens decay.
Much that once seemed sure is either ques
tioned or denied. Absolutes have been dissolved
into vague relativities. And relativism has never
found a satisfactory answer to the question, "Rela
tive to what?”
Yet not everything has come unhinged. Be
neath the surging tides of change there is a rock
as strong and as sure as it has always been.
j There is a sense, you see, in which it is the
changeless that really defines change. If everyI thing actually changed, we would have no way
of knowing it, just as living together on the face
■ of the earth we do not easily see that we are all
hurtling through space at a fantastic speed.
We can see that things are coming loose because
they are coming loose from a reality that is firm
and fixed. We measure change itself by the unI changing.
Perhaps no human activity has brought so
; much change to our lives as that vast and many• sided endeavor we know as “science.” The
“knowledge explosion ” of our day is almost be: yond imagination in its scope. It is said that, of all
the scientists that ever lived, 90 percent are now
at work.
Yet the interesting fact is that, while science
. gives man some understanding and control of
I change, it does so by the discovery of formulas or
j “laws” which do not change. Without assuming
that what happens at one time and in one place
' will always happen everywhere under the same
: conditions, there could be no science at all.
The basis of the changeless has been described
in many ways. It has been called nature, “law,”
mathematical probability, or what-have-you.
But there is no better description than the bib
lical, twice repeated, once in the Old Testament
and once in the New: “And, Thou, Lord, in the
t beginning has laid the foundation of the earth; and
the heavens are the works of thine hands: they
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shall perish; but thou remainest; ah’d they 'all shall
wax old as doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt
thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but
thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail”
(Psalms 102:25-27; Hebrews 1:10-12).
THERE IS TREMENDOUS VALUE in the stance
of the biblical writers. For one thing, it reminds
us of the fact that change does not take God by
surprise. He anticipates it, provides for it, and to
some extent even causes it.
Over and over the Bible pictures the tensions
between God and man. People like stability,
security, conformity—and unfailingly seek it in
the wrong places. As one writer has put it, “God
. . . calls His people again and again toward His
future. He encourages the people to change, to
readjust, and to trust in Him. He urges them to
relinquish all their human securities and reaches
out to give them a greater security in His love.”
But more important, we have opened up to
us the fact that the changeless heart of the uni
verse is the redemptive love of an infinite Person.
The Rock beneath the restless tides is not “it” but
“Thou.” “Thou art the same, and thy years shall
not fail.”
Science can do almost anything, it seems, ex
cept change the motivations and purposes of the
scientist and of those who capitalize on his work.
The computer may revolutionize business, but it
will not redeem man.
Science gives us tools of incredible power. It
cannot give us the wisdom to use those tools to
build rather than to destroy. The same atomic
power that may light our cities and heat our
homes can blast them off the face of the earth.
The same principle of nuclear fission that may
someday kill cancer may be turned to demonic
ends and strew the face of the earth with 250
mega-corpses, the incinerated bodies of 250 mil
lion people.
As Curtis Jones put it, “When space walks,
glaring inequities, social eruptions, escalating
crime, and competitive compulsion are common,
man needs a God he can trust, a religion fresh as
the morning and indestructible as Jesus.”
We may answer now the question of our cap
tion. Not everything is coming loose. These are
times that witness “. . . the removing of those
things that are shaken, as of things that are made,
that those things which cannot be shaken may
remain” (Hebrews 12: 27).
What remains as an anchor for the soul is “Jesus
Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for
ever” (Hebrews 13: 8).

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day.
Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away.
Change and decay in all around I see;
O Thou who changest not, abide with me!
MARCH 6, 1968

•

□
11

AT THE PANMUNJOM CONFERENCE TABLE-Writer Luke Munn, left, and other observers from Department of
Defense educational system sit on the United Nations side of the table at which UN and North Korean representatives meet daily in frequently farcical discussions concerning the security of the Demilitarized Zone.

SPECIAL REPORT: Layman-on-the-go

Korean DMZ Both Comical and Sinister
• By Luke E. Munn

A Korean driver starts through with his horn
Seoul to the Demilitarized Zone,
blaring continuously, skillfully weaving in and out
we took a street leading northward past tiny shops
that crowd to the curbs. Behind these market stalls around and by the slower moving traffic. The oncoming drivers are doing the same thing. It would
are the dirt-floor hovels, built from any available
appear this is where the game of “chicken” was inmaterial, that so many Koreans must call home.
vented, only here it is a necessary part of driving.
Riding along this narrow street is an unforgettable
experience. It must be shared with bicycles, two
Here the Church of the Nazarene is meeting the
wheeled pushcarts, ox-drawn two- and four-wheeled needs of a growing congregation. The district now
carts, pedestrians with heavy loads on their heads has a national superintendent, Rev. Kim Chong Soo
or backs, motor-driven cycles, and a large assortment There are three Nazarene churches in Seoul proper
and more than 50 throughout the country. The total
of cars and trucks.
of members and probationary members is nearing the
Children seem to be everywhere.
5,000 mark. Six missionaries serve the church there
THE WRITER, Mr. Luke E. Munn, is a representative of
and Rev. Charles Stroud is field superintendent.
an Oklahoma City textbook-publishing firm. Prior to
As the route leaves the old “North Gate” that was
that he was curriculum coordinator of elementary schools
in Norman, Okla., where he and his family still live,
once a part of the walled city of Seoul, the stre t
and has long been active at First Church. It was on
changes to a narrow, blacktopped highway that is
behalf of his company that he visited schools for the
not so congested. Here also are housing developdependents of the armed forces stationed in Korea.
rom downtown

F

12

•

HERALD OF HOLINESS

nents that resemble suburbs of
American cities. Most of these dwellags exemplify a modern oriental
rchitecture that is both beautiful
nd thoroughly functional.
The road opens up the agricultural
ection of this part of Korea. The
cene is disarmingly peaceful. Close
bservation, however, reveals concrete
illboxes jutting from the hillsides,
low abandoned, they are grim relinders of the fierce combat that
aged along this same route just over
decade ago. Military checkpoints
long the road also emphasize the
act that political problems are not
uried in the past.
About two miles from the river is
he final checkpoint before the DMZ.
.ocated here are the camp and faciliies of all the troops serving in this
ector. We stopped, the names in
ur party were checked again, and
astructions were given concerning
b’s and don’ts. An MP is then asigned to accompany the group to
'anmunjom and the Joint Security
trea (JSA).
The DMZ is a 4,000-meter-wide nolan’s-land. The Military Demarkaion Line (MDL) bisects this area,
'rom this zone all military personnel
as been removed except for certain
pecified numbers. These are guards,
ervice personnel, and patrols.
All vehicles entering the DMZ must
isplay a plainly .visible white flag
t both front and back; all visitors
lust wear a type of large badge bearug the UN emblem.
On each side of the road leading to
he JSA is strung one strand of
arbed wire with little red signs even
ts spaced warning of land mines in
he undergrowth away from the roaded. These are old ones from the war
nd not of recent origin.
Approaching the JSA there is a
Inited Nations Command post occuied by an American MP. On the
ther side of the road is a Communist
Uard post with two North Koreans
kside. We parked the car, and an
American soldier joined our party.
He again stressed the importance
f proper conduct, but allowed us to
ike pictures of everything. All
iiildings could be inspected from the
iitside and we could go inside the
IN housing. Communist buildings,
bwever, are off limits and no fratfnization with the Red guards is per
kitted.
The JSA is an 800-meter square
icupied jointly by the United Na
ms and Communist forces. The site
intains a press building, a UN comand building, Joint Military Armis:e Commission building, housing for
e Neutral Nations Supervisory
immission, Communist Command
hiding, and guard posts. United Na

tions buildings are all painted blue;
the Communist ones are painted
green.
The Military Demarkation Line bi
sects all of the main structures. It
is marked by a four-inch, yellow line
through the middle of each building.
The UN Command building is the
nerve center for all UN forces. It
houses the office of an American
Army major who meets daily at noon
with his North Korean counterpart
to implement joint security of the
area.
It also contains two direct tele
phone lines to the Communist Com
mand center along with instant com
munications to all U.S. forces located
in Korea. During this writer’s tour
of the building, a message was re
ceived from the Communists via the
direct telephone system. The gist of
the information was accepting a UN
suggested time for the JSA secre
taries’ meeting, yet in a simple detail
like this the Communists made wild
accusations against the UN forces. If
it were not such a serious matter of
peace or war, life or death, the Com
munist behavior toward UN person
nel and visitors would be highly com
ical.
Messages are transmitted from the
Communists first in Korean where a
South Korean UN interpreter re
ceives it. He repeats it, then trans
lates it into English. Next the same
text is given in English to one of the
guards on duty. He records it, re
peats it to insure accuracy, then calls
his superior to report, "We have a
message from Joe.”
Inside the Military Armistice Com
mission building is the table, covered
with green velvet and located direct
ly over the demarkation line, where
the members of the Commission meet
to attempt solutions of the problems
arising from the joint occupation of

The beauties of a Korean hillside

the area. These meetings are usually
aloofly formal but can become dra
matic.
At a recent session the UN team
had accused the Reds of a serious vio
lation of the truce agreement by im
porting large quantities of the latest
Russian military aircraft into North
Korea. The Communists heatedly de
nied the charge, whereupon Maj. Gen.
Yarbrough, chief UN officer at that
time, ordered the lights out and on a
screen projected a brilliantly colored
movie of the May Day celebration in
North Korea. It showed the North
Korean premier on a reviewing stand
with scores of the most advanced
Russian MiG’s and bombers, painted
neatly with the North Korean Air
Force insignia, lined up in front of
him.
A stony silence marked the Red
response for the remainder of this
meeting. When asked how the UN
was able to obtain movies like this,
the reply was, “The Communists
would like to know the answer to
that question.” At the time of this
incident, the UN commanders had
more than 2,900 documented cases of
Communist violations of the armistice
terms.
All sessions of the various groups
who meet are taped by both sides.
According to the escort, the conver
sation by the visitors was also prob
ably being recorded by the North Ko
reans. The UN has the same facilities
and can tape all conversations of Red
visitors to the Commission building.
An interesting fact is that the Com
munists never put just one guard at
their posts; they always have either
two or three. A single soldier might
be tempted to desert. Recently a Red
guard was killed by his partner, pre
sumably because he tried to defect to
the UN.
On a small rise behind the UN Com

mand building the Communists have a
guard station, hexagonal in shape with
open sides, which the American MP’s
have dubbed “The Ice Cream Parlor.”
Since this is close to the UN quarters,
and to reach it the Red soldiers must
pass right by the American stations,
the Communists have built another
post behind and on a higher hill, so
that additional guards may keep an
eye on their troops manning “The
Ice Cream Parlor.”
Near their Command building the
Communists have a pigeon loft con
taining several dozen pigeons. The
Reds maintain these birds are “Peace
Doves,” since they have been thor
oughly trained to land only on
structures painted green. An amusing
incident occurred with the first flock
of pigeons sent to the loft. Widely
acclaimed as their “Peace Doves,” the
Communists were embarrassed when,
upon release from the cages, these
birds landed equally at ease on the
blue-painted structures and the
green-painted ones. They were quick
ly corralled and sent north for fur
ther conditioning.
A few meters to the left of the Red
Command building is the last UN out
post, located on a rise overlooking a
beautiful valley that is North Korea.
A road leads past here to the “Bridge
of No Return.” This bridge is the
point where war prisoners were ex
changed at the close of hostilities.
Although there are only small yel
low signs spaced 1,000 meters apart
marking the MDL, it is a wall just
as real and perhaps more foreboding
than its Berlin counterpart. .It ex
tends for 151 miles across the Korean
peninsula, hopelessly dividing a na
tion that desperately needs each of
its parts. It would seem that a peaceloving people like the Koreans have
suffered more than their share at the
hands of an oppressor.
Inside the South Korean part of the
DMZ is located a unique settlement
called "Freedom Village.” The peo-
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DR. GEORGE COULTER, general superintendent, preached recently during
the dedication service of the Plymouth, Mich., church. Also participating
was Dr. E. W. Martin, superintendent of the Eastern Michigan District. The
church, valued at $370,000, was built at a cost of $230,000. The sanctuary
seats 800 persons, according to Pastor Ronald D. Moss. Plymouth is a
suburb of Detroit.

pie living there have very little con
tact with the outside world. The
occupants are free to travel to other
parts of South Korea to buy what
they need and sell their meager farm
products, but no outsider is permitted
in the village without permission.
Men may marry and bring their wives
to the village to live, but if a woman
marries an outsider, she must leave
and live where her husband resides.
The Communists have established
what appears to be a village in their
part of the DMZ; however, observa
tion through powerful binoculars in
dicates it is a movie set structure with
only walls and false fronts. UN troops
have named this “Propaganda Vil
lage.” No animals and no humans, ex
cept for Red soldiers, have ever been
seen moving about in it. Almost every
evening loudspeakers rend the still
ness with blasts of recorded music. At
regular intervals the records are in
terrupted for a “commercial,” usually
a tirade about what the Americans are
doing or have done and ending by
extolling the paradise that is North
Korea. Another strong indication that
no one resides in the village is the
fact the blaring speakers usually con
tinue all night. When conditions are
favorable, the recordings are audible
for more than 10 miles.
The most striking thing observed
about the American soldiers serving
in this area is their youth. Most of
them were playing marbles or trying
to make the little-league team when
the Korean Armistice was signed.
Conditions have forced these young
men to grow up and accept responsi
bility far beyond their years.

Morale among the troops in this
isolated island is amazingly high.
They feel they are truly serving on
“Freedom’s Frontier.”
If you have a son, a husband, some
other relative, a neighbor, or frier!
stationed there, I would suggest tw(
things: first, pray daily for that friend
or loved one. Of course physical safety
is important, but pray also for spirit
ual sustenance. Temptations are le
gion in and around the area, and
boredom when off duty is something
each one must live with. The next
suggestion is to write often. In you
letters describe in detail the smal
daily happenings of life at home. A
note from home with assurance ol
love and understanding along with
intercessory prayer is of immense im
portance to these men.
Is there a solution to the problei
short of turning South Korea over ti
a Communist dictatorship? It woul
seem not. No peace treaty has bee
signed between the belligerent par
ties and now, because of recer
events, the possibility of such a treat
seems all the more remote.
A visit to the DMZ is a soberin
experience. What is felt there seen
more sinister than what is seen o
heard.
Any sentiment that the free worl
can negotiate peacefully with the
Chinese brand of Communism iis
quickly dispelled. Apparently the
only language they understand and
respect is brute force. Our will t«
resist aggression must be firm, and
American sons, it appears, will hav
to serve in this lonely outpost to
many, many years.

• By Willis Snowbarger
Secretary, Department of Education

Campus Commentary
OBJECTIVITY AND WITNESS

In many of the fields of research there is no proposition
quite so beyond debate as these: “The investigator must
separate himself from the objects of his investigations.
A good scholar must be objective.” By the presentation
of materials on both sides of controversial issues, a care
ful masking of prejudices, and the tone of voice, many
professors elevate the ideal of objectivity and appeal to
one’s sense of fairness. They may also encourage one to
postpone judgments.
While objectivity is a fine ideal for the scholar, it is
never fully realized. In one of the classic studies of
what historians have said about the American Civil
War it was shown that reputable historians have taken
virtually every conceivable position from abolition to
justification of the slave system. Trained scholars wrote
from the same biases and betrayed emotions very similar
to those prevalent during the intensity of the struggle.
We should at least “keep our cool” to hear the end of the
matter. As human beings we never completely overcome
our prejudices and, try as we may, scholars, lecturers,
and students, all labor under this handicap.
Even the commitment to truth which is so common
among those in scholarly professions may often be a
commitment to a partial view of truth and not what was
meant in the New Testament. “Discursive truth,” the
sort which can be discovered and verified by imagination,
analysis, and thought, has become central (and almost
exclusive) as a definition of truth to the intellectual.
Dr. Albert C. Outler, on the other hand, shows that truth
(aletheia), which occurs almost 100 times in the New
Testament, never means “discursive” truth. He says, on
the other hand, it means quite literally “an unveiled
mystery.” Truth in the New Testament refers to man’s
relationship to God and is primarily the revelation of
God’s power to transform men’s fears and guilt into trust
and confidence in God. Beyond the intellectual activities
of man there are relationships and experiences of life
which cannot be fully accounted for. Our rational pro
cesses simply do not direct us to all truth.
As Christians we are perhaps more frank than those
of other faiths to admit that we do not simply present
the Gospel on a “take it or leave it” basis. By life and
by word we are called to proclaim Jesus Christ and His
power to save. Like the first-century Christians, we are
primarily concerned, not with philosophical arguments,
but as witnesses to the mighty act of God in Jesus Christ
and His wonderful work in our lives. What He has done
for us is part of the evidence which we present to the
“cult of objectivity.” But it is primarily by our decision
and love rather than through intellectualizing the Gospel
that we witness effectively. Since the eighteenth century,
man has followed the myth that right reasoning will lead
necessarily, to right action. Ignorance of vital information
’ handicaps reason. But beyond that problem, men’s mo
tives are not always pure. What’s more, “right reason”
may allow very little possibility of hearing directly from
God.
■ Christians perceive that the basic problem of man

cannot be met by approaches on the human plane alone.
Salvation from sin gets to the heart of the problem.
Scholars old and young need “walking examples” to show
them the dimension of truth that is revealed and experi
enced. A model Christian on campus is not “anti-intel
lectual.” His mind is open to the facts of man’s de
pravity and weakness and the facts of God’s revelation
and salvation, as well as empirical facts.
Dostoyevsky speaks of love at a distance. Schemes for
the good of humanity in general may even replace love
of neighbor. He says, “I could never understand how
one can love one’s neighbors. It’s just one’s neighbors . . .
one can’t love though one might love those at a distance.”
Of course, “distance” may contribute to objectivity but
the Christian is called to commitment. “Human beings
seemingly have infinite capacity for evading the ultimate
question and personal commitment.”
Perhaps the cure for those who think of evangelism as
fanaticism is not so much to present Christianity as an
alternative but to live and state our faith in Christ
unequivocally. Christ at the center, living out through
us, can hardly be ignored. A person-to-person “witness,”
which recognizes objectivity as a barrier, may eventually
be accepted as evidence. In the final analysis, it is God
through the Holy Spirit that convicts and redeems souls.
Ours is the responsibility to gain the attention of our
friends and associates for our witness and for the work
of the Holy Spirit. We need not choose between Chris
tian anti-intellectualism and anti-Christian intellectual
ism. John Wesley admonished us
Unite the pair so long disjoined.
Knowledge and vital piety,
Learning and holiness . . .
Truth and love. ...
□
BRESEE FELLOWSHIP REPORTS

In 1957, “Nazarene Student Fellowship” was recognized
at Ohio State University and has functioned continuously
since that time. Rev. Miles Simmons and Columbus First
Church have had a rich ministry to students through
these years. Now Rev. Jon Johnston, who has joined the
staff of First Church, writes that the group has a monthly
seminar-social and is reading a “book of the year.” About
35 are attending the college Sunday school class now.
At the University of Missouri, Rev. Ralph Ahlemann
reports good progress in work among students, with an
average of 15 students in attendance throughout the past
year. He is ably assisted in this work by Henry Smits,
who is about to complete his doctoral studies in philoso
phy.
New organizations have been reported at the State Uni
versity of Iowa, Iowa City, by Rev. J. L. Garmon; and at
West Virginia University, Morgantown, by Rev. James A.
Hamilton. In the latter instance Dr. Paul Bassett is the
faculty advisor.
These efforts are being made in at least 40 university
communities. The work is hard but rewarding. We would
encourage pastors and congregations in their student
work. Let us bear them up in prayer.
□
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VOICE OF TRIUMPH

ME 220

60*

By Faith Dell Ford. A 45-minute serv
ice using adult choir and narrators.
Music, comprising the major part of
the service, includes solos, duets and
mixed quartet arrangements of
hymns and songs which are familiar
and easy to sing.
BIOGRAPHY OF CHRIST

ME-4

THE PAYNESVILLE, Ohio, church recently celebrated its first anniversai;
in its facilities dedicated in February, 1967. The church, which seats 30
in the sanctuary, is fully carpeted, and has an education unit with addition!
room for expansion. There are presently 130 members in the congregate
according to Pastor L. O. Rist.

250

By Eva J. Cummings. A service de
picting events in the life of Jesus on
earth, from His birth to His ascension.
Includes songs, reading and panto
mime, using participants of all ages.

Let Us Pray
is not mere occasional adventures of seeking
miracles. Prayer must be a way of life which continu
ally involves us with God. It senses the constant presence of
God as well as the occasional demonstration of His inter
vention.
Prayer is communication between a loving God and a
person who loves Him. That communication is not limited
to requests for help, demands for favors, appeals for rescue,
and other crisis situations. The happiest fellowship of love
is that easy association in ordinary hours when there are
laughter and song, goodwill and warmth. Prayer should
include all of life.
If prayer is to mean most to us, we must maintain such
communication with God that we keep our lives before
Him as an open window, our faith as constant as a little
child’s faith in a mother, and our obedience as consistent
as our human ability is capable of making it.
Prayers are sung in hymns, read from the Bible, voiced
by the lips, and cried by the inmost heart. Prayers are
whispered, sung, moaned, or thought in silence, but the
ear of God is attuned to hear them.
Prayer is the communication of penitence, the expression
of adoration, the promise of service, and the appeal for help.
Prayer is a human, acquainted with God, sharing life
as it comes hour by hour without being timid or afraid.
Prayer is a guilty sinner expressing penitence and a
noble Christian being humble.
D
rayer

P

THE HEARING EAR

ME 221

250

By Jane Fader. Three-act drama
based on Malchus, the high priest's
servant, whose ear Simon Peter
slashed in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Requires three men and two women.
One hour. Performance rightsgranted
with the purchase of six copies.
ON YONDER HILL

ME 217 25<

Four graphic scenes—in Pilate’s pal
ace with Pilate's wife and her maid
servant; others in a Hebrew home
with Calvary in view. Requires four
men and four women. Choir or quartet
can be used at close. 45 min. Rights
with purchase of eight copies.
Prices slightly higher
outside the continental United States

Order from your
Nazarene Publishing House
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• By Milo L. Arnold

"Showers of Blessing"
Program Schedule
March 10—“What’s in a Name?” by Dr.
Eugene L. Stowe
March 17—“The Peril of Noonday,” by
Dr. E. W. Martin
March 24—“Four Mistakes Men Make
; About Christ,” by Dr. E. W. Martin

VITAL STATISTICS
DEATHS
ROY TRUE, 50, died Dec. 31 of injuries received
in a plane crash near the Beloit, Wis., airport.
Funeral services were conducted by Rev. Vernon
Frederickson and Rev. Robert Clack. He is survived
by his wife, Evelyn; and two daughters, Valerie
and Mrs. Eldon Isley.
REV. JOSEPHINE BURNS SULSTON, 81, died
Jan. 6 in Tacoma, Wash.
Funeral services were
Conducted by Rev. E. E. Wordsworth. Survivors in
clude a son, Rev. Dr. K. Hartley; two grandchildren;
and a great-granddaughter.

MRS. EMMA M. CONGALTON died Jan. 8 at
Waynesburg, Pa. Funeral services were conducted by
Rev. James H. Ritchey. She
is survived by her
husband, Pastor John R.; and one son, J. David.
MRS. T. B. DEAN,
SR., died Jan. 11 at
Nashville. Funeral services were conducted by Rev.
L. B. Matthews. She is survived by three sons:
Thomas B., Jr., Rev. Percy E., and Rev. Hugh B.;
seven grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren.

REV. ROY EASTMAN, 73, died Dec. 27 at
Pontiac, Mich.
Funeral services were conducted
by Rev. Joseph Biscoe and Dr. E. W. Martin.
Surviving are: his wife, Cora; and two daughters,
Mrs. Harold Bentley and Mrs. Robert Potbury.
MRS. ADA MAY GREER, 72, died Jan. 15 at
Boonville, Ind. Funeral services were conducted by
Rev. R. B. Phillips. Surviving are a son, Richard;
a daughter, Dorthy Clouse; 15 grandchildren; and
three great-grandchildren.
MRS. EDITH HOOKER SMALL, 64, died Jan. 20
near Bedford, Ind. Funeral services were conducted
by Rev. M. W. Kemper and Rev. C. M. Personett.
She is survived by her husband, Rev. Harold; five
sons: William, Howard, Warren, Donald, and David;
two daughters: Mrs. Naomi Corbin, Mrs. Milarose
Taylor; 22 grandchildren; and seven great-grand
children.

REV. NORAH HESLOP, 77, died Jan. 22 in
Indianapolis. She and her husband served as mis
sionaries for several years in Korea. Funeral ser
vices were conducted by Rev. R. B. Acheson and
Rev. Ross Lee. She is survived by a sister, Mrs.
H. V. Lynn.

MRS. EUNICE YOUNG, 69, died Feb. 4 in
Howell, Mich. Funeral services were conducted by
Rev. R. N. Croft and Dr. E. W. Martin.
Mrs.
Young was the sister-in-law of Dr. Samuel Young.
She is survived by her husband, William J.; one
son, Frank; and two daughters: Mrs. W. E. Varian
and Mrs. Dorothy Walton.
MARRIAGE
Miss Beverley Baker, Newmarket, Ontario, Canada,
and Mr. David Deeks of Toronto, Ontario, Canada,
were united in marriage Jan. 27.
ADOPTED
—by Harold F., Jr., and Jan (Toone) Frye, Kan
sas City, a son, Scott Allen, born Dec. 12.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
EVANGELISTS' OPEN DATES

Tony Tosti, Box 1643,
has two open dates: April

Prescott, Ariz. 86301,
8-14 and April 15-21.

Laston Dennis, Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141,
has an open date, May 10-19.
Rev. D. D. Berry, Rt. 1, Liberty Center, Ind.
46766, is reentering the evangelistic field after
stepping out because of ill health.
He will be
available after September 1.
He is a registered
evangelist on the Michigan District.—Fred J. Hawk,
District Superintendent.
Rev. David Corson Campbell has resigned his
pastorate at the Parker (Ind.) Church of the Naza
rene and moved to 317 North Plum St., Union
City, Ind. 47390, and is reentering the evangelistic
• field.
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NEWS OF RELIGION

You Should Know About . . .
COMPLETING WHAT HE believed was “something of a record in
the history of radio evangelism,” Dr. Charles E. Fuller celebrated, on
January 21, the forty-third year of a continuous broadcast of the “Old
Fashioned Revival Hour.”
Converted in 1917 under the ministry of Evangelist Paul Rader,
young Fuller left lucrative employment to study at the Bible Institute
of Los Angeles and thence in 1925 to enter pioneering ventures with
radio.
Charles E. Fuller, 80, was unable to deliver the message on the
anniversary Sunday because of weakness resulting from lingering ill
ness. However he did participate in the broadcast by introducing his
son Daniel, dean of the Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena,
Calif. Dr. Dan Fuller spoke on his father’s chosen text: John 6:68.
Mrs. Fuller, heard for 35 years by millions each week over the
600 stations carrying the broadcast worldwide, died June 11, 1966, at
the age of 80.
□
THEIR GUNS belching hot lead, waves of Viet Cong soldiers over
ran the Vietnam mission station at Ban Me Thuot, killing five mis
sionaries and wounding a sixth who died in a hospital later.
The brutal invasion which destroyed the Christian and Missionary
Alliance station in the central highlands 160 miles north of Saigon
occurred either January 30 or 31, according to William Kerr, C. & M.A.
acting area secretary for southeast Asia.
Dead are Rev. Robert Ziemer, 50, fourth-term missionary from
Toledo, Ohio, who had one daughter in Dalat School,- the denomination’s
institution at Tanah Rata, Malaysia, for children of missionaries (his
wife, Ruth, was injured but survived); Rev. and Mrs. C. Edward
Thompson, third-term missionaries, who had five children—two in the
U.S. and three at Dalat School; a nurse, Ruth Wilting, from Cleveland,
Ohio, who was in her second term; Leon Griswald, 67, a retired busi
nessman on a short-term work trip to be with his daughter, Carolyn, 40.
She became the sixth victim when she died later from severe injuries.
Ban Me Thuot was one of many strategic centers hit by the fierce
marauders at the start of the lunar-new-year celebration TET. The
Viet Cong, seizing even the U.S. Embassy in Saigon for a short time,
seemed willing to trade more than 15,000 of their best soldiers’ lives
for some propaganda headlines and vivid impressions as they plunged
into certain death time after time. Allied losses were put at 364 that
week.
Wycliffe Bible Translators’ Missionary Hank Blood, one of 46 of
the agency’s linguists in Vietnam, was captured by the Viet Cong but
Mrs. Blood and their four children are reportedly safe.
In Washington, D.C., Bob Pearce was able to use the U.S. Embassy’s
communications facilities to learn that World Vision International's six
adult missionaries and three children of Doug and Linda Cozart were
safe. The World Vision Saigon headquarters are adjacent to the U.S.
Embassy which was attacked by the Viet Cong.
President Johnson said the Communist offensives in the south
could endanger any prospect of a bombing halt as a prelude to negotia
tions for ending the war.
The missionaries remaining in Vietnam will decide among themselves
whether evacuation is necessary.
□
BILLY JAMES Hargis, founder of the anti-Communist group
Christian Crusade, said he will appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court if
necessary a $61,691 tax assessment his agency has been ordered to pay.
The assessment was made at a hearing in Oklahoma City which
Hargis termed a “farce.” He said the assessment by the Internal Reve
nue Service “is one of coercion and blackmail to get me to drop my
appeal of the IRS action in revoking our tax-exempt status.”
The claim, Hargis added, represented unpaid Social Security taxes
by the organization for the 1961-66 period. It arose from an October 10,
1966, ruling of IRS in revoking the tax-exempt status of Christian
Crusade.
□
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in the interim found it necessary to
administer 10 pints of blood.
There remained a chance that an
operation would not be necessary,
but, according to Mrs. Mann,- it was
remote. The operation would proba
bly be performed within three to five
weeks after Dr. Mann entered the
hospital.
The Manns live at 6801 East Coro
nado Road, Scottsdale, Ariz. 85257. 0

DRAWING ATTENTION to the Easter Sunday school promotion. Dr. Kenneth
Rice, secretary of the Department of Church Schools, discusses the possi
bilities of breaking a denominational attendance record with M. A. (Bud)
Lunn, manager of fhe Nazarene Publishing House. The promotional program
is based on a three-Sunday buildup prior to Easter Sunday, April 14. The
denominational goal for Easter is 675,000.

PLAN SERVICE IN STADIUM

Negotiations with the city of Kan
sas City are nearly complete for the
rental of Municipal Stadium, which
will seat more than 40,000 persons
for the June 16 Sunday afternoon
missionary service during General
Assembly.
The announcement was made by
Dr. B. Edgar Johnson, general secre
tary and a member of the general
arrangements committee.
The choice of the stadium for the
missionary service is a departure.
The service has previously been held
in the convention auditorium, where
the assembly was held. However, Dr.
Johnson said the committee antici
pates more than 25,000 Nazarenes to
be in Kansas City during the peak
weekend of the assembly, and that
the auditorium which seats 10,500
would be inadequate.
Plans were also announced for du
plicate Sunday morning Communion
services, the first at 8 a.m., and the
second at 10:20 a.m., to be held in
Municipal Auditorium. The Music
Hall and Little Theatre will be used
as overflow auditoriums which seat
a total of 3,100 persons. Amplifiers
will carry sound of the service to
these auditoriums. Worshippers will
be admitted by ticket only, up to 20
minutes before each service begins.
Tickets will not be mailed, but mail
reservations of tickets can be made
and picked up prior to Sunday,
June 16.
“Reservations for hotel and motel
rooms are coming in at a record rate,”
Dr. Johnson said. “One thing that
has delayed the processing of requests
18
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for reservations is that people are not
listing their arrival and departure
dates. The hotels won’t issue reserva
tions without knowing this,” he added.
A General Assembly newspaper
will be released twice during the
assembly which begins June 17.
Auxiliary conventions and the De
partment of Church Schools conven
tion begin June 13.
□
AMONG THE ILL

DR. M. L. MANN, superintendent
since 1944 of the Arizona District,
was hospitalized February 11 with a
perforated intestine which resulted in
heavy bleeding. Four days later doc
tors had controlled the bleeding, but

MRS. NEVA GREUEL, wife of the
minister of Peoria (Ill.) Forrest Hill
Church, Rev. Harry J. Greuel, is suf
fering from a malignant brain tumor.
Treatment by radiation therapy has
failed to stop the advance of the
cancer. This therapy followed an at
tempt to remove the tumor in surgery;
last June.
“We appreciate the prayers of our
people in this time of uncertainty,*]
Mr. Greuel said. They live at 3128
North Gale Avenue, Peoria, Ill. 61604.
MISSOURI CHURCH BURNS

The Charleston, Mo., church, vak
ued at $25,000, burned to the ground
February 17, and the parsonage next
door, where Pastor W. R. York and
his family lived, was damaged. The]
origin of the fire was apparently aP
overheated furnace element. The
church, which has 51 members, had'
$13,000 in insurance on the building!
Pastor York lost his library in the'
blaze, none of which was insured!
He and his family have moved infl
the home of one of the members un
til the damage to the parsonage can
be repaired. Superintendent Donald^
Gibson of the Missouri District is
meeting with the church board t«
determine what steps to take in re
building.

GIVE
At $10.00 a minute

FROM YOUR HEART;

CHRIST DID!
easter offering

for world evangelism
CHURCH of the NAZARENE1968

to take the Gospel
to the lost,
can you spare

a few minutes?

Next Sunday's

Lesson

The Answer Corner

By Albert J. Lown
Conducted by W. T. Purkiser, Editor

) CHRIST, THE HUMBLE SERVANT
(March 10)
Scripture: John 12—13 (Printed: John
13:1-15)
Solden Text: Matthew 20:28
Theme

Love in action as the proof of true
greatness. Jesus calls us to follow His
example and offers cleansing from
sinful pride and daily defilement.
Introduction

It is natural to expect people, tasks,
and positions to minister unto us,
i.e., to give or yield pleasure and re
ward. Salome expected Kingdom po
sitions to benefit James and John
(Matthew 20:20-23). When this does
not happen it is easy to complain and
give up. Against the dark back
ground of Passover night (v. 2), Jesus
demonstrated the true spirit of minis
try and giving. John’s insight into
the exalted mind of Jesus (vv. 1-4)
gives
The Motives for Service. These are
the awareness of divine origin and
destiny, the assurance that life is a
pilgrimage to an appointed hour and
home, the possession of a love with
out partiality or “protectiveness,” and
the conviction of God’s sovereignty
in all circumstances. Thus motivated,
Jesus became a Servant to solve a
stalemate situation. His humility
challenged
The Hindrances to Service in the
disciples’ hearts and fellowship. Jesus
had desired the Passover (Luke 22:
15); the room was specially prepared;
but the spirit of service was missing
because each desired to be minis
tered unto. Imagine the atmosphere:
Christ's action and the reaction of
silence, shame, and Peter’s rebellion—
broken by the prospect of a severed
relationship with Jesus and leading
to penitence and prayer (vv. 8-9).
Jesus explained the defilement of sin
ful pride as dust in a walker’s sandal
and promised an experience of fuller
knowledge, emphasizing
The Obligation of Service. To con
fess Jesus as Lord and Master is
good. He is this by right. Profession,
however, must become practice and
fellowship needs the seal of selfI forgetting, ministering love. Peter
learned this lesson (I Peter 5:5).
Conclusion

I Jesus took little things—a penny,
child, cup, and towel—to teach great
lessons. Can He take and use us to
minister and give?

In our local church we have at times some talented young people and older
people who aren’t Christians and yet would enjoy singing in the choir and
even working in special singing. We would like to make a decision on this
that would be best for both the ministry of the church and the singers
referred to. What would be your advice about this?
In harmony with what Paul said in ple, and on the reasons why they are
I Corinthians 9:19-22, I would say to use not Christians. But if they are willing
them within limits, and pray earnestly to help. I'd certainly encourage them to
and work faithfully for their salvation. do it and then throw as tight a net of
A dear friend of mine with a very Christian fellowship and witness as I
beautiful voice was converted right out could weave around them.
of the raw by being asked to sing for a
I’ve seen more than one person leave
revival meeting—and that was over 40 the choir to kneel at the altar, and
years ago.
sometimes with electric effect on the
Something would depend, of course, audience.
on the attitude and conduct of the peo

Just whom was God speaking to in Genesis 1:26 when He said, “Let us
make man in our own image”? Who were “us” and “our”?

There are two major ways of explain
ing the use of the plural here. One is
to regard this as an early intimation
of the trinitarian nature of the one
true God. God the Father, God the Son.
and God the Holy Spirit—the Three in
One—were all concerned with the cre
ation of man.
The other explanation is grammatical.
The Hebrew word for God is Elohim,
which is the plural form. In gram
matical consistency, plural possessives
are used in this verse, “our likeness,’’
“our image,’’ but the intent is the same
as in verse 27, where the singular form
is used.
In order to keep the two verses
parallel in English, one of the most re
cent versions translates them: “Then
God said, ‘I will make man in my
image, after my likeness’ . . . And God

created man in his image; in the divine
image created he him, male and fe
male created he them.”
Why Elohim as a term for the one
true God should be plural has been
subject to much conjecture. The best
guess is probably that this is the “plural
of majesty.” To intensify the meaning
and importance of a singular noun, the
Hebrew language makes it a plural.
I would suggest that both of these
explanations have merit, and one sup
plements the other. While the truth of
the Trinity could not be made known
until Christ came and the Holy Spirit
was promised, there are intimations of
it in the Old Testament. The Spirit
who inspired Old Testament writers
was safeguarding a truth He would
later more fullv make known.

If a child dies, say at six months of age, will he go to heaven?
scripture can I refer to?

Specific references in the sense of
proof texts in this area are not com
mon. They would chiefly be found in
connection with passages that reflect the
attitude of Christ toward children as
seen in the Gospels—e.g., Matthew 18:
1-6; 19:14; Mark 9:33-37; 10:14; Luke
9:46-48; and 18:16.
The statement concerning small chil
dren that “of such are the kingdom of
heaven” seems to indicate that the in
nocence of childhood is acceptable to
God as justification through the merit
of Christ’s atonement.
Coupled with these passages would be
those that refer to family religion in
the Bible. Of the many of these, Deu
teronomy 7:9; Joshua 24:15; Psalms 103:
17; Isaiah 44:3; and Acts 2:39 are

What

typical.
This does not mean that growing
children do not need to be personally
converted, for “that which is born of
the flesh is flesh” (John 3:6; Romans
9:8) . But until such time as they are
confronted by Christ’s claim upon them
and are capable of personal decision,
they are protected by the universal
merit of the Cross.
If any be of the contrary mind, they
should be invited to prove their case.
In view of what Scripture says about
God, the burden of proof rests on those
who accept the theology that used to
speak of “infants not a span long roast
ing in hell.” This seems to me about as
close to blasphemy as one can come.

SECOND-CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
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LETUSRUN...
THERACE

quadrennial attendance
drive to SET A RECORD 0n
easter... april 14

With the great increase in enrollment resulting from oi
“MARCH TO A MILLION” we have the potential “SET
RECORD” far beyond any previous record. Our recoi
attendance recorded the Easter before the last Gener
Assembly was 625,337 for the denomination. Let’s go a
out to make it not less than 650,000 this Easter.

use these ACTION-getting POSTCARO
to build toward a RECORD ATTENDANT

100 for $1.50; 400 for $5.00

IMPRINTING,* limited to4 lines (minimum order of 4(
cards)
$3.00 extra
★Allow two weeks for delivery.

“Winged Foot” Stick-on Tag
Stimulate interest, create an atmosphere of
excitement! Have everyone wear one of these
novel tags the very first Sunday of this at
tendance drive. Imprinted, “Let us run the race," on silver and die-cut
as illustrated. 3" wide. Comes in packages of 48.
pl-68
Each package $1.00

“Run the Race” Sticker
Same design as tag printed on a lightweight stock. Ideal for letters,
envelopes, place cards, attendance seals, decorating classroom. LIMITED
SUPPLY.
S-68
Package of 144 Only $1.00

Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States J

IMPORTANT:
See February “Church School Builder” for full-pa
posters designed for displaying throughout your chun

Attendance Drive Begins Week of MARCH 17
Order Your Postcards and Tags AT ONCE
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